
ASU Book Group 2023-2024 
Feb. 29 – “To Name the Bigger Lie: A Memoir in Two 
Stories,” by Sarah Viren. Past and present collide in this 
propulsive, one-of-a-kind meditation on truth and conspiracy, 
based on Viren’s viral essay of the same name. “This all 
started after the [2016] election,” Viren begins, “when the 
main narrative I kept hearing was that only uneducated 
whites believed the lies that were being told.” At first, she set 
out to write a book about her charismatic high school 
philosophy teacher, whose instruction sometimes bordered 
on conspiracy theory, interviewing teachers and classmates 
from her past to pick at the ways reasonable people can be 
manipulated to believe far-flung fictions. Then Viren’s wife 
received an email accusing her of sexual misconduct at the 
university where both worked, and Viren tapped into her 
background as an investigative journalist to untangle the 
accusations and clear her wife’s name. Viren is an assistant 
professor of creative writing and a Senior Global Futures 
Scholar. 

  

Zoom Address:   
https://asu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsceurrDosHdTZlyaC5M14rSNCdF56iyZ
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